Q1. How do the heavens 'blaze forth' the death of Julius Caesar?
A. Calpurnia sees nightmares which are a prediction by the heavens indicating the death of Julius Caesar. She sees a lioness giving birth on the streets, fierce warriors fighting a bloody war and blood in the capitol, ghosts were screaming in the streets and the dead were coming out of their graves. These were unnatural happenings and a bad omen. Thus, the heavens blazed forth to indicate the death of Caesar.
 
Q2. What does Calpurnia try to convince Caesar of?
A. Calpurnia tries to convince Caesar that she had seen unnatural scenes in a nightmare. It was a bad omen and so, he should remain at home that day. She feared his death and so, tried to convince him.
 
Q3. Why does Calpurnia say Caesar's 'wisdom is consumed in confidence'? What does she mean?
A. Calpurnia says that Caesar's 'wisdom is consumed in confidence' because Caesar decides to go to the Senate ignoring all the signs which foretell him about danger. Calpurnia felt that Caesar had become overconfident and because of this he couldn’t understand there was a threat to his life. Julius doesn’t act wise and declines the idea of staying back because according to him, if he did so, he would be considered a coward.
 
Q4. What does Calpurnia dream about Caesar? How does Decius Brutus interpret the dream?
A. Calpurnia dreamt that Caesar’s statue spouted a fountain of blood from a hundred places and the Roman nobility and commoners came smiling and washed their hands in it.
Decius Brutus interprets it as a lucky and fortunate dream. He says that Rome and Romans will get a new life. Great men shall gather around Caesar and stain their handkerchief in his blood which will be a memento for them.
 
Q5. What are the arguments put forward by Decius Brutus to convince Caesar to go to the Capitol?
A. Decius Brutus flatters Caesar and interprets that Calpurnia’s dream was a fortunate one. He says that Caesar’s fountain spouting blood from a hundred places signified his influence and respect among the people of Rome. He added that the senate had decided to crown him that day. In case Caesar did not go for the senate meeting, the senators might change their mind and he may miss the opportunity to be crowned as the king of Rome.
 
Q6. Why is Decius more successful than Calpurnia in persuading Caesar?
A. Decius Brutus is successful in convincing Caesar in comparison to Caesar. He boosts Caesar’s confidence and ego by saying that he was respected by the Romans and would be crowned that day. His words sound sweet to Caesar and so, he falls for them. On the other hand, Calpurnia’s words that Caesar should say that he is sick and so, can not attend the senate make him feel that he is a weak person and so, is resorting to lies. This is not appreciated by Caesar and so, he rejects Calpurnia’s plea. Finally, Caesar gets carried away by the words of Brutus and goes to the senate.
 
Q7. What is the petition put before Caesar by the conspirators? How does Caesar respond to it?
A. The conspirators wanted that Caesar call Publius Cimber home as he had punished him. They request him to review his earlier decision. However, Caesar does not accept their plea. He tells them that he is as firm as the Pole Star. His heart will not be softened by acts of bowing and stooping done by Mettellus Cimber. Such activities will anger him further and he will kick him away like a stray dog.
 
Q8. Who says "Et tu Brute"? When are these words spoken? Why?
A. Caesar utters these words which mean, “You too, Brutus”.
These are uttered when Brutus stabs Caesar and Caesar is hurt to see that even his dear friend Brutus could resort to such treachery.
 
Q9. In the moments following Caesar's death what do the conspirators proclaim to justify Caesar's death?
A. After Caesar’s death the conspirators claimed that Rome had got liberty, freedom and peace from his dictatorship. They claimed that Caesar had got too ambitious.
 
Q10. Seeing the body of Caesar, Antony is overcome by grief. What does he say about Caesar?
A. Antony is full of grief to see the great Caesar’s body. He says that all his victories, trophies and glories had lost their importance as he lay so low, on the ground. He wanted to be killed by the same dagger, at the same place and at the same time when the great Caesar had been killed. He felt that there could not be a better circumstance than to die like the most noble man in Rome - Caesar.
 
Q11. Whom does Antony call 'the choice and master spirits of this age"? Why?
A. Antony says that the conspirators who had killed Caesar were “the choice and master spirits of this age". He said so because by killing the leader of the Roman empire, they had taken his place and position. Thus, they had become the choice and master spirits.
 
Q12. Why does Cassius object to allowing Antony to speak at Caesar's funeral? How does Brutus overcome this objection?
A. Cassius thinks that Antony could speak against the conspirators and influence the crowd against them. Brutus says that Antony would speak with his consent and that he would speak first and give the reasons for Caesar’s death.
 
Q13. What are the conditions imposed by the conspirators before allowing Antony to speak at Caesar's funeral?
A. The conspirators directed Antony not to blame them for Caesar’s death but only to praise Caesar in his speech. He had to speak from the same stage from where Brutus spoke and had to say that he spoke with permission from the senators.
 
Q14. What prediction does Antony make regarding the future events in Rome?
A. Antony predicts that Rome will be ravaged by a civil war, violence and bloodshed. There will be dead bodies all around. The goddess of revenge, Ate will descend on Earth along with Caesar’s soul and the air will be full of foul smell emanating from the dead bodies.
 
 
